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Dhammadinna.

Now, she, in the time when Fadumuttara was Buddha,
lived at Haijsavati in a state of servitude ; and because she
ministered and did honour to one of the chief apostles when
he rose from his cataleptic trance, she was reborn in heaven
and so on, among gods and men, till Phussa was Buddha*
Then she worked merit by doubling the gift prescribed by
her husband to the Master's half-brothers while they were
staying in a servant's house. And when Kassapa was
Buddha, she came to birth in the house of Kiki, King of
Kasl, as one of the Seven Sisters, his daughters,1 and for
20,000 years lived a holy life. . . . Finally, in this Buddha-
dispensation, she was reborn of a clansman's family at
E-ajagaha, and became the wife of Visfikha, a leading citizen.
Now one day her husband went to hear the Master teach-
ing, and became One-who-returns-no-more. When he caine
home, Dhammadinna met him as he went up the stairs;
but he leant not on her outstretched hand, nor spoke to her
at sapper. And she asked : ' Dear sir, why did you not
take my hand ? Why do you $ot talk to me ? Have I
done anything amiss?' * 'Tis for no fault in you, Dhamma-
dinna ; but from henceforth I am not fit to touch a woman
or take pleasure in food, for of such is the doctrine now
borne in upon me. Do you according as you wish, either
continuing to dwell here, or taking as much wealth as you
need and going back to your family/ ' Nay, dear sir, I will
make no such goings back. Suffer me to leave the world.'
' It is well, Dhammadinna,' replied Visakha, and sent her
to the Bhikkhums in a golden palanquin. Admitted to the
Order, she shortly after asked permission of her teachers to

1 The seven most illustrious women of early Buddhism have been
grouped as these Seven Sisters in the Apadana ; Khema, Uppalavanna,
Patacara, Bbadda (Ps. xlvi.), Kisagotaml, Dhammadinna, and Yisakha,
the wealthy lay-sister. On the last see Warren,'Buddhism in Tram.8-